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February 7 
Report cards go home today 

February 8 
1:45pm PBIS Assembly 

February 9 
6 pm PTO Sweetheart Dance 

February 15 
7 pm PTO meeting 

February 15 – 24 Spring 
Enrichment Sign-up begins 

February 19 Holiday, no school 

February 20 
Online Kindergarten registration 
begins 

February 22 
**Moveable Monday 
8:05am 3-5 Student Recognition 
PTO Spirit Night @Fuddruckers 

February 23 
8:05am K-2 Student Recognition 
9:15 & 10:30 am Black History 
Assembly 

Save the date: 
3/9 – 1st grade performs 

 Taste of the World 
3/12 – 3/16 Book Fair 
3/21 – Kindergarten registration 
3/22 & 3/23 Student recognition 
3/26 – 3/30 Spring Break 
4/2 – Student holiday 
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Mrs. Michelle Walthour – Principal              Ms. Abby Sacco– Assistant Principal 

Ms. Joy Maloney – School Board Representative 

What’s Happening? 
Dear Ashburn Elementary Families, 

Thank you for the great turn out to support our annual One to the World and 
Math Exhibition Night!  It was an outstanding celebration of the work that 
students and teachers are doing to connect with the world outside our school 
and make meaningful contributions to our community.  Your support of our 
students and collaboration with Ashburn Elementary empowers our students 
to create, communicate and excel academically and socially.  We will continue 
to build a growth mindset culture at AES and look forward to our continued 
partnership. 

We held our school wide geography bee and spelling bee in January and 
these students emerged victorious, Macey Reid and Shreya Sharma, both will 
go on to represent Ashburn Elementary at the district level later on in the 
school year. 

Please keep an eye out for your child’s report card on February 7th.  I urge 
you to take some time to carefully review the entire report with your child.  
Celebrate areas of growth and make plans to address areas that need 
additional attention.  If you have questions about grades or comments, please 
do not hesitate to schedule a conference to discuss your concerns with your 
child’s teacher.  You may stay up to date with your child’s progress by logging 
onto to ParentVue at any time during the school year. 

At this point during the school year, students often run low on school supplies 
and need to stock up again.  If you are having difficulty replenishing supplies, 
please let your child’s teacher know or contact our guidance counselors, Mrs. 
Talboo or Mrs. Vickers.  Our parent liaison, Janice Shinberg is also available 
to assist our families by connecting them with community or school resources. 

February has been designated as National African American History Month.  
We will celebrate and acknowledge the accomplishments of African 
Americans.  Some of the activities that will be taking place are read alouds, 
research projects, poetry reading and assemblies on February 23rd.  Thank 
you to our PTO for sponsoring these programs that enhance the learning 
experiences for our students. 

We have had a very successful first half of the school year and look forward to 
the same in the second half. 

Warmly, 

Michelle Walthour 



Bell Schedule: 

Instruction begins at 7:50 
am.  
Classes end at 2:35 pm. 
Please continue to call our  
Absentee hotline number at 
(571) 252-2351 if your child
will be absent. This helps
us ensure the safety of our
students.  If a student is
marked absent by her/his
teacher and the student’s
parent has not called in to
report the absence, our
secretary will call home to
check on your child.

Horario de Campanas: 

Las clases empiezan a las  
7:50 am.  Las clases 
terminan a las  2:35 pm.  
Por favor continué llamando 
nuestra linea de teléfono 
(571) 252-2351 cuando su
hijo/a este ausente.  Esto
ayuda para la seguridad del
estudiante.  Si el estudiante
esta marcado como
ausente por su maestro/a y
los padres no han llamado
para reportarlo ausente,
nuestra secretaria va a
llamar a su casa para ver
que pasa con su hijo/a.
Puede dejar el mensaje en
español.

Yearbooks 

It’s time to order your yearbook! Order forms will be sent home on February 
15th and will be accepted thru March 2nd. There will also be a link on our AES 
webpage to order on-line. Yearbooks will be delivered in June after SOL’s are 
complete. While we do order extras to sell (at a higher price) at the end of the 
year, last year we sold out and had many disappointed students. Order yours 
while you can!! 

A Message to Second Grade Parents: 

All second-grade students will be taking the CogAT test on February 
8th, 9th, and 12th. This is a three-part test and is administered over 
three days by the classroom teachers.  There is no preparation 
necessary, but please make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep, 
eats a good breakfast and arrives at school on time. 

Thank you! 

Abby Sacco 
Assistant Principal 

From the Health Office 
REMINDER: 
Students who have fever of 100.0 or higher should be kept home until 
fever free for 24 hours. 

If your child is ill due to a contagious disease and has been prescribed 
antibiotics; medication should be given at home when possible, if a dosage 
is required during the school day it is strongly suggested that the proper 
supply be left in the School Health Clinic. The pharmacy will provide a 
separate labelled bottle for school. Also, a Medication Authorization form 
needs be signed by the Physician. 

IF your child has been tested for Influenza and the results were positive 
please call the school and let us know. 

Please be sure to keep the Emergency Information updated so we can 
reach you if your child is ill or injured. 

Thank you, 

Angie Perez 
Health Clinic Specialist 

Persons who, due to disability, 
need assistance to be able to 
participate meaningfully in any 
Ashburn Elementary School 
activity should contact the 
principal at least 5 working 
days before the activity. 



Stay Connected & Reach Out: 
HAPPENINGS, QUESTIONS, & THOUGHTS 

• Visit the AES PTO Website
• Join our AES PTO Facebook Page
• President Anissa & Geoff Willis
• Treasurer Anna Russell
• VP Academics  Nicole James
• VP Communications Ashley Brody
• VP Fundraising Keith Korin
• Secretary Recording Melissa Kulyk

Join In on the Fun: 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

FEBRUARY 2018 
• 9TH | Sweetheart Dance
• 15-24TH | Spring Enrichment Sign-up
• 15TH | PTO Meeting @ 7pm
• 22ND| Spirit Night @ Fuddruckers 
• 23RD | Black History Month Assembly

MARCH 2018 
• 13TH | ASEP Spring Session Starts
• 15TH | PTO Meeting @ 7pm
• 26-30TH | Spring Break

The New Year has gotten off to a strong start and we had a great January with lots of fun and 
educational activities for the whole family, and we hope you were able to come out and enjoy the 

staff basketball game and family fitness night, and that the kids had a blast at the STEAM Museum. 

As we welcome the second quarter of the year, be sure to get your tickets in advance for our 
second annual Sweetheart Dance. Get all dolled up and let your kids bring you as their date to the 
dance for a really special evening. There will be with snacks, fun activities, and of course, dancing!  

Don’t forget, one of the easiest ways to give back to the school – and get a night off without having 
to stress about dinner – is Spirit Night! This month, we will be at Fuddruckers for some delicious 

food and a fun evening out with our AES family.  We hope to see you there!  

All Our Best, Anissa & Geoff Willis 

Thanks a Million 
BY MIA BENNETT 
Our sincerest thanks to those who offered their time, energy, and talents to AES! 
Particularly, we want to send a special thanks to all those who helped make our 
January STEAM museum and Family Fitness Fun Night such a success: 
• STEAM Museum: S. McGowan, S. Walter, K. Moinifar, D. Thanushi, M. Maranto, P. Tyer,

A. Brody, K. Walter, S. Brody, M. Bennett, L. Reid, M. Bennett, J. Payne
• Family Fitness Night: J.Pantall, C. Canet, C. Rossi, P. Rossi, A. Brody, M. Johnson, A. Wells,

C. Koharski, J.J. McCarthy, M. McGee

Have a Healthy Heart this Valentine’s Day 
BY JENNIFER PANTALL 
February is National Heart Disease Awareness and Prevention month. Keep your 
heart healthy with a few simple steps: 
• Exercise 30 min / day, 5 days / week
• Don’t smoke and avoid 2nd hand smoke
• Eat fewer processed foods which are high in salt, bad fats and sugar
• Eat MORE fruits, veggies and heart healthy fats like avocado and fish

Black History, Comes to Life! 
BY ASHLEY BRODY 
AES students will be sure to enjoy when Brightstar Theater brings black history to 
life on February 23rd with two shows designed for our students. The 3-5 children 
will get to see a show that celebrates stories of Black American heroes from the 
Buffalo Soldiers to World War II. The K-2 children will have a treat meeting Dr. King 
with a performance that celebrates the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

• AES PTO needs volunteers; see what opening is right for you.
• Watch D.O.G.S Sign-Up; help at AES and be a role model for our AES kids 
• Earn money while shopping: check out Amazon Smile, Shutterly, Tiny Prints

& Goodshop; link your grocery savings cards for Giant and Harris Teeter.

http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/domain/5656
http://www.facebook.com/groups/AshburnElementaryPTO
mailto:AESPTOpres@gmail.com
mailto:AESPTOacademics@gmail.com
mailto:AESPTOfunds@gmail.com
mailto:treasurerAESPTO@gmail.com
mailto:AESPTOsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:AESPTOcommunications@gmail.com
https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/5656/PTO Open Positions 2017-18.pdf
https://www.lcps.org/Page/146064


Heart Health Month! 

This month reminds us to think about the importance of 
our heart. The heart can only get stronger with exercise. 
And, exercise improves every aspect of your life. Take 
time every single day to give your most precious muscle 
the love it needs. Make February the month that you 
commit to daily exercise.  

SUPERBOWL 

February 4th 2018 

• 

 Ashburn Elementary 

  Physical Education  

Mr. Husadzinovic    Mr. Lanham February 2018 



BookSplash Library News 
February Edition 

This month in the library, we will be learning all about BIOGRAPHIES that are 
housed in the nonfiction area!  What are they?  How are they arranged?  We will 
be conducting basic research using graphic organizers and citing our sources. 

Pre-K/K: Pocahontas 
1st grade: Wilma Rudolph 
2nd grade:  Powhatan, Lakota, and Pueblo peoples 
3rd grade: Explorers 
4th & 5th grade:Famous Virginians 

Black History Month and Valentine’s Day!
In conjunction with the Morning 
Announcements we will be sharing some little 
known facts about famous Black Americans. 
We will also have a display of biographies and 
poetry from the nonfiction section. 

Crossword Puzzle Challenge!  - Can you correctly identify the famous black 
inventors?  Get a sheet from the library and return it when you are done. 
Winners will be entered into a drawing to win a prize! 

Groundhog Day 
On February 1st, classes will make predictions as to whether or 
not Punxsutawney Phil will see his shadow and create a graph of 
our answers. 
On February 2nd, classes will be treated to a story about the 
world’s best prognosticator, the groundhog!  We will be reading the story, 
Groundhog Weather School by Joan Holub.  We will also confirm whether 
Thursday classes were correct in their predictions. 

Superbowl LII Sunday - Philadelphia Eagles vs. New England 
Patriots 
Feb. 4th: So, the Superbowl will be on February 4th, but do you 
know your football facts?!  Come to the library and show what you 

know! 



BookSplash Library News 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics 
Feb. 9-25: It’s all about the Olympics in the library!  We will be 
reading books about the olympics, sports, and delving into the lives 
of these exciting athletes, past and present.  New reading challenge 
will be shared with students. 

ALL FEBRUARY! - Attention all Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts!  Bring 
in a picture of yourself in your uniform with your 
Pinewood Derby car this month and have the 
opportunity to enter a drawing for a free book!  Please 
make sure that your name, teacher’s name, and grade 

level are on the back of your picture so that I can return it to you. 

ONE BOOK, ONE SCHOOL READ! - A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle 
Family reading challenge activity for students in grades 4 and 5.  
Read  aloud, read together, read independently but just read A 
Wrinkle in  Time with your family before March 9th.  Just in time for 
the movie  release so that we can go together to the movie theater 
and watch it!  More information regarding our night at the movies will be 
coming in March.  Parents and teachers, take a look at the movie 
trailer at https://youtu.be/UhZ56rcWwRQ but remember, the book 
is ALWAYS better than the movie. 

STEM MAKERSPACE - 
Our STEM challenges this month that are available to students to complete are: 

House of Cards: You want to create a special castle for your toys to live. 
Construct the tallest possible structure out of cards. 

Candy Box:  You need to carry enough candy to school for your whole 
class to share.   Construct a box that will hold the most pieces of candy possible. 

Air Mail:  You want to deliver a secret message to your friends across the 
classroom.  Construct a paper airplane that will fly the farthest distance. 

Mrs. Howe-Freeman 

https://youtu.be/UhZ56rcWwRQ


                Ashburn Elementary 

February 

2018 
Important Information 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

   

 

1 

 

2 3 

4 5 6 

 

7report card 

home today 

8 

PBIS assembly 1:45 

96pm PTO 

Sweetheart dance 

10 

11 12 

 

13 14 

 

15 

7pm PTO meeting 

16 17 

18 19 
President’s Day 

No school 

20 
Online kindergarten 
registration begins 

21 22*moveable 

Monday, 3-5 
Student Recognition 
PTO spirit night 

23 

K-2 Student Recog. 
9:15 & 10:30 Black 
History assembly 

24 

25 

 

26 27 28    

       

 

http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/presidents-day.php


 

January Citizens of the Month 
 

Kindergarten 
Zain Zia 
Han Pham 
Rayyan Ahmed 
Mason Fox 
Mitra Sada 
Nicolas Younce 
Daniel Nicely 
Dhyana Atturu 
Hannah Marsh 
Lillian Feyh 
Isaiah Wilkerson 
Hannah Thomas 
Joaquin Benitez 
Braden Barker 
 

First Grade 
Kevin Guevara Jovel 
Aaron Baldwin 
Raina Waseem 
Tyler Tang 
Samantha Avery 
Drake Bhide 
Keyaan Afzal 
Saanvi Pudasaini 
Brianna McGuire 
Garbriella Smith 
Vincent Jenkins 
Carson Borde 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Grade 
Lydia Harrison 
Lacey Pollard 
Morgan Shuster 
Grady Thomas 
Matthew Visser 
Lily Gallagher 
Ava Prendergast 
Murilo Gouvea 
Jonathan Arvind 
Sia Nyendemoh 
Austin Slavin 
Garrett Chang 
Sarah McCarthy 
Piper Rossi 
 

Third Grade 
Leela Lee 
Charlie Pettinelli 
Lucas Tremba 
Brady Wood 
Chloe Chau 
Allisson Illesca Reyes 
Layla Adler 
Travis Latorre 
Lya Gonzalez 
Graisen Edwards 
Jacob Elkhoueiy 
Shiraz Asumah Jr. 
Audrey Tilghman 
Emaan Raza 
Riley Willis 
Zainab Abdullah 
Nisha Smith 
Chance Bennion 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Grade 
Titan Hamblin 
Sebastion Andino-Rojas 
Gavin Bennett 
Autumn Hild 
Ananya Bhatt 
Hanah Visser 
Colin Kim 
Jonah Bodden 
Anusha Agarwal 
Lola Jackson 
Gabby Arthur 
Cameron Alberts 
Maria Smith 
Angelina Simms 
Adam Khalil 
Broderic Grover 
Alisha McGee 
 

Fifth Grade 
Patrick Pepin 
Isabelle Rogers 
Marwan Saif 
Bea Gouvea 
Brayden Lee 
Emerson Harp 
Meley Daniel 
Harmonjot Ahir 
Hailey Coy 
Eric Etesham 
Athishaya Srinivasan 
Jack Edwards 
Jaylin Ventura 
Owen Dail 
Marvin Fekel 
Gretchen Avery 
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February 2018Building Excitement and Success for Young Children

Counting requires 
your youngster to do 
many things at once! 
She has to say numbers 
in the right order while 
matching each number 
with each object that 
she counts. Try these 
activities to help her 
count with confidence.

Play dough smash
With this activity, your youngster will 

be sure to slow down and touch each 
object as she counts it. Work together to 
roll play dough into 10 tiny balls. Line 
them up on a table. Ask her to count 
them, squishing each ball as she says 
its number. Next time, have her roll 
15 balls to count and squish, and then 
20. This helps her practice one-to-one 
correspondence—matching the number 
to the object.

Stuffed animal school
Suggest that your child play school 

with her stuffed animals. She could put 
them in a circle and give each one 1 
book, 1 paper, and 1 pencil. If she has 
6 animals, she’d need 6 of each supply. 

Laundry fractions
Let your child help 
you fold laundry, and 

talk about halves and fourths as you 
work. This will get him ready to learn 
about fractions. You might show him 
how to fold pants in half before you 
put them on hangers, or ask him to 
fold washcloths into quarters.

Head in the clouds 
Encourage your youngster to be a sky 
watcher and record how clouds change 

throughout the 
day. Each day 
for a week, 
have her draw 
the clouds 

she sees in 
the morning, afternoon, and evening. 
What patterns does she notice? Per-
haps she saw more clouds in the after-
noons or pinkish clouds at sunset.

Web picks
Your child can play math games at 

math.rice.edu/~lanius/counting/index2
.html. There are pattern blocks to 
explore, graphs to make, and ten 
frames to compare.

Have a race in space, put together 
a skeleton, and find many more excit-
ing science activities at static.lawrence 
hallofscience.org/kidsite.

Q: Six kids were trying to walk under 
one umbrella. 
Why didn’t 
anyone get 
wet?

A: It wasn’t 
raining.

Count on it TOOLS & 
TIDBITS

Just for fun
My book about animals

Observing animals helps your child learn about the 
natural world around him. When he notices a squirrel 
munching on an acorn or a bird landing on a tree 
branch, have him describe what he sees—and then 
make a “shape book” about the animal. 

Draw the shape. Let him fold a sheet of construction 
paper in half, draw the animal, and cut it out. Help him 
staple the two shapes together to create a front and 
back cover, and glue white paper inside for writing.

Write the words. Encourage him to write about the animal’s behavior, appearance, 
and habitat. He might say, “A squirrel stuffs a lot of acorns in its cheeks” or “A car-
dinal is bright red.” Listen as he reads his book aloud.

Encourage her to count the objects as 
she sets each one in front of an animal 
(“1 book, 2 books, 3 books...”). Idea: 
Perhaps she’ll read a counting book 
aloud to her “students”!

Heart puzzles
Let your child practice matching 

numerals to the number of objects they 
represent. Help her cut out 20 construc-
tion paper hearts and draw a zigzag down 
the center of each. She should write a 
number, 1–20, on the left halves. Then, 
she can count aloud as she draws tiny 
hearts on each right half to match (on the 
“4 heart,” draw 4 little hearts). Cut the 
hearts apart, mix them up, and ask her 
to put them back together correctly.

Ashburn Elementary School
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2. Let him arrange two chairs or 
two tables several inches apart 
and balance his bridge across 
the span. 

3. Now your child can cut a 
piece of cardboard to fit on 
his bridge and add toy cars, 
one at a time. How many cars 

will the bridge hold before it 
collapses?

4. Encourage him to redesign 
and rebuild his bridge to try to 

support more cars. Which design 
holds the most cars?

Engineer at play
Your child can think like an engineer 

by building the strongest possible bridge 
for his toy cars to drive across. Suggest 
these steps.

1. Have your youngster design a 
bridge by sticking together marsh-
mallows and toothpicks. He might 
make it wide or narrow, build one 
layer or several layers, or include 
arches or support beams.

What can go through 
air, water, and even walls? Sound! This 
experiment will show your youngster 
which kind of matter—gas, liquid, or 
solid—conducts sound the best.

You’ll need: 2 sealed plastic zipper 
bags, 1 empty (filled with air) and 
1 filled with water; 1 wooden block; 
1 pencil

Here’s how: Have your 
child predict whether 
a noise will sound 
louder when it trav-
els through air (a 
gas), water (a liquid), 
or a block (a solid). 

On a math 
mission

Your youngster’s mission: to locate 
numbers all around town. With this 
idea, she will see that numbers are 
everywhere and learn about different 
ways they are used.

Help her make a list of things to find. 
Then, go for a walk, drive, or bus ride 
together, and let her check off each item 
she spots. Here are ideas to start with:

• A one-digit 
number 
(Highway 1)

• A number 
that’s part of 
a business 
name (Route 
28 Diner)

• An ordinal 
number (4th Street)

• A number word (“Buy one, get one 
free!”)

• A house with an even-numbered 
address (42 Maple Avenue)

• Three numbers in order (24th on a 
street sign, 25 on a speed limit sign, 
26 on a license plate)

• The answer to 7 + 5 (Exit 12)
• A five-digit number (Population: 

10,971)
• A price ($2.50 per gallon)

Baking up arrays
Q: My son is learning about arrays in school. 
What are these exactly, and how can we 
work on them at home?

A: An array is an arrangement with equal 
rows and columns. For instance, if your child’s 
classroom has 6 rows with 4 students in each, that’s 
an array. He could think, “4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 24”—and that helps him get ready 
for multiplication (6 x 4 = 24). 

Baking cookies together is a yummy way for your son to explore arrays. Let him 
place tablespoons of dough on a cookie sheet in rows and columns. Now he can add 
to figure out how many cookies you’re going to bake. He might see 3 rows of 4 cook-
ies (4 + 4 + 4 = 12) or 4 rows of 3 cookies (3 + 3 + 3 + 3 = 12). Either way, he’ll get 
the same answer—12—and your family will have 12 cookies to enjoy with milk!

How sound travels bestSCIENCE 
LAB

Q
&
A

MATH
CORNER 

Then, she can check her prediction. First, 
let her hold the bag of air close to her ear 
while you gently tap the bag with the 
pencil. Try again with the bag of water 
and then with the block. 

What happens? Your youngster will 
notice that the sound is loudest through 
the block—a solid.

Why? Sound travels best through sol-
ids because the molecules 
are packed more tightly 
in solids than in liquids 
or gases. The sound has 
more particles to bounce 
off of, creating a louder 
noise.
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